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Commissioners were appointed to act with the Treasurer of the Navy, the Comptroller, the Surveyor, and the Clerk of the Acts, as principal Officers and Commissioners of the Navy.
"In 1661, those instructions and standing orders for the guidance of the principal Officers and Commissioners of the Navy, and the superior officers in the dockyards, which are still in force, were sent to the Navy Board by the Duke of York. These had been formed under his direction by Mr. Pepys, and have been found ever since of great use and value in the management of the Naval Departments.
"It appears that after the Duke of York's appointment great progress was very speedily made in the reparation and increase of the Fleet, but on his return from his command at the end of the Dutch War, which commenced in 1664, he found that, though he had authorized the Navy Board to make all the addition to their establishment which the exigencies of the Navy might require, yet the same careful management had not been continued during his absence. The example of zeal and industry set by Mr. Pepys in his office of Clerk of the Acts had not been sufficient, without the presence and authority of the Duke, to prevent neglect in the other departments, and the Fleet and dockyards had suffered greatly in consequence of it.
"After minute inquiry into the circumstances a state of the case was, by order of the Duke, drawn up by Mr. Pepys and sent to the Navy Board, in which the duties of the Board, and those of each member of it, taken from the instructions before mentioned, are stated in different heads, and under each head the errors and misconduct that he discovered in the execution, requiring a written answer, in a short limited time, from each of them. The answers .were given, and in reply a second paper was sent to each, pointing out what of the charge remained unaccounted for; but rinding at the same time, that a part of the blame was justly to be imputed to the irregularity and remissness of the Government, particularly in the supply of money for naval purposes, in consequence of the 'deplorable condition of the King's Treasure,' he continued those officers in their employments, warning them that on any new neglect they would be removed."n  Library at
